TOWN OF EAST BLOOMFIELD
    

Planning Board Minutes

April 15, 2010
Planning Board Members Present: Michele Fagan, Gene Rogers, Brud Hedges, Julie Pellett, Karl W. Smith, Daniel Compton, Brad Bennett 
Others Present: Kim Rayburn (Secretary), Peter Hamman, Scott Parker. Rick Albert, Rick Hawkins.

Fagan opened the meeting and the public hearing notice was read by the secretary.  

I. 7:30 pm    Peter Hamann, agent for Hol-field Rod & Gun Club, has applied for a 
                        Special Use Permit to erect a diffuser augmented wind turbine in an AR-2 

                        zone, which is an allowable use with a Special use permit. Per Article X, 
                        section 135-60 of Town Code.  Lands owned by Hol-field Rod & Gun Club.  
                        Tax map #81.00-1-32.000.  Lands located at 2857 Whalen Road, Bloomfield
Fagan asked Hamman to explain there proposal. Hamman stated he has been doing research for a wind energy company and would like to use this site as a test site.  He stated the gun club looks at it as an opportunity to go a little greener and save some cost on electric. Hamman stated that they wanted to make sure they could get approval for the turbine before they went any further with development.  Fagan asked if the design standards provided will be the end result, Hamman stated close to it, the width of the actual head may be a little larger. The height will be pretty much the same if it varies it will be only six to twelve inches. Hamman will supply the final design. 
Compton asked Hamman if this turbine works would they add more, Hamman answered no, they are sizing the unit appropriate to the eclectic for the building.  Hamman stated they are not looking to do a wind farm; they are just trying to balance out the electric.  Fagan asked if they had an idea of the output it would produce.  Hamman stated not at this time, they are doing the wind studies right now, they are hoping to produce about twelve thousand kilowatts a year.

Rogers asked if they plan on hooking in with RG&E , Hamman stated yes they will have an interconnection agreement with NYSEG, they have the forms for it, they want you to do a ten day test run then they will allow you to hook in.  
Compton asked about the color of the turbine, Hamman stated the head is light blue so it will blend in with the skyline.  Hedges asked if any other turbines of this type are in place now, Hamman stated this particular turbine is a prototype but is very similar to the wind tamer that is in the Village.  Bennett asked if it was fixed or does it rotate, Hamman stated it does rotate.   Compton asked which end the wind goes in to the head, Hamman stated the wind comes in the little end and it expands to help create a vacuum and to get rid of static pressure on the back side. 
Hamman stated the units are pretty silent and they don’t have any issues with ice throws or birds and bats.

Fagan asked why they were looking into the smaller turbines versus the larger ones.  Hamman stated we are trying to match it up to the need of the facility.  He also stated that the company they are working with needs a test site to gather test data and in return they get a good deal on the turbine, so they are essentially loaning it to the Gun Club.  Fagan asked about the approximate cost of one of these units, Hamman stated they are around thirty thousand. 

Hamman noted that he is the person in charge of the research on the turbine, so he has direct knowledge on the unit and its cost. 

Fagan asked if there was anyone from the public that would like to voice any concerns.  Rick Hawkins introduced himself as a Whalen Rd resident and stated he did not have any concerns he just wanted to sit in and find out more about the proposed project. 

Rogers asked about any possible fencing around the base of the unit.  Hamman stated the base will be about two foot high concrete and then just the pole, there will be nothing to climb up.

There are no guide wires, just a single pole like a light pole. 

Compton asked about the surrounding properties and how many the gun club owns, Hamman stated there are 5 parcels owned by the Gun Club and two of them are leased out for agricultural use.   Pellett asked where the turbine will sit on the property; Hamman stated it will be on the edge of the grass line where they mow.  Hedges asked if it will sit 120 feet from the road, Hamman stated from the edge of the blacktop. 
Fagan then asked if anyone had any further questions or comments, and since there were none she suggested closing the public hearing.

Pellett made a motion and Smith seconded the motion to close the public hearing due to no public opposition to the Special Use Permit.  All Board members voted aye.

Fagan opened the discussion on SEQR, Hedges made a motion Pellett seconded the motion to declare the SEQR a Type II negative declaration no further action required.  All Board members votes Aye. 
Fagan asked for any other comments or a motion on the proposed Special Use Permit. 

Bennett made a motion and Compton seconded the motion to approve the Special Use Permit as submitted. 

Whereas: 

1. The final drawings will not very more than 3 feet in width for the Turbine
2. The total height will not exceed Fifty one feet

Record of Vote:   
Michele Fagan   AYE                 Brud Hedges     AYE
Gene Rogers      AYE                 Karl W. Smith   AYE       
Julie Pellett       AYE                  Dan Compton    AYE

Brad Bennett    AYE

Vote was carried unanimously.
II. 8:00 pm  Review:  Article IX- section 135-43 RR-1 Rural Residential District
                    Page 135:62, Referencing Article X Special permit uses related to
                    RR-1 Rural Residential District Page 135:100.  Section 135-44  

                    R-1-30 Residential District referencing the Special permit uses 

                    from article X. Also, Section 135-45 Multiple Residence District 
                    referencing the Special permit uses from article X.
Fagan asked the Board for any input on the homework, RR-1 & R-130 remain unchanged with no suggestions on changes.  
Compton wanted to discuss Article X, Special Permit Uses. Section 135-52 subsection E. It states that the Code Enforcement Officer shall make an on site visit to each property authorized as a special use not less than one time each year.  He asked if this was being done, and if a report of the visits was created.   Rogers answered yes; Woodruff comes out to my house every year.  Rayburn stated that this is Woodruffs responsibility and yes he does go on site to check them, however a report is not created. Fagan noted that if there was a complaint made Woodruff would also make a visit to the site. 
The Board then moved on to the Multiple residence section of the code book,  no changes in this section, however Compton stated the maps for the Town need to be updated in the Comprehensive plan for Multiple Residence. 

III. Discussion:

Bennett wanted to discuss section 135-42 in the AR-2 district subsection B. number (5) The rendering, slaughtering and dressing of animals raised on the premises and located on a lot of record having at least five acres of land. 

Bennett stated by NYS law you can not slaughter for the purpose of sale.  Rogers added unless you request permission from the state Health Department, Bennett added and you have to be USDA inspected. The Board suggested adding a comment to this section stating:  In accordance with USDA and NY State law. 
Rogers asked if the proposed development by Bogojevski comes back for review what will it be called, Fagan stated the property is still AR-2 and will not be rezoned.  Rogers asked if it would be considered as Cluster residential, Fagan stated that the state allows clustering to be approved by the powers of the Town Board giving the Planning Board the power to approve clustering in any district. Fagan referenced Section 86-2 on page 8603 in the Land Development section. Rogers stated that the number of houses allowed in a cluster development is based on how many you could fit on the lot if you subdivided it the normal way in an AR-2 district, with the minimum of two acre lots. Bennett asked about the lot sizes, there are no lot size requirements in a cluster development.  Under Section 135-57 Cluster residential developments, subsection C. The lot size, yard, area and height requirements shall be established on a individual case basis which reflects the unique conditions of each site proposed for development, the potential impact on adjacent properties and to ensure consistency with the Town Master Plan.  
Compton asked about the training hrs required for the Planning Board members, he wanted to know how many hours the workshops provided towards the required hours. Rayburn stated they need four hours of training per year, and any additional hrs can be carried over into the next year.  The workshops usually give a credit of five to six hours and you should fill out the workshop questionnaire and request a certificate to be sent to our office.  Also Woodruff has created a training CD, each module you complete on the CD is worth one hour of training. 
Compton also expressed his concern on the number of cancelled meetings; he was under the impression the Planning Board was supposed to meet twice a month regardless of any agenda items and since we are reviewing the code book he did not understand why we are cancelling meetings.  Fagan stated that it has not been mandatory to hold every meeting, she felt it was a waste of everyone’s time to meet on one section of the book that may have only taken a half hour of their time, it was a better use of their time by combining multiple sections and a agenda item together giving everyone time to do the homework and be ready to discuss it at the next meeting. 
Rogers stated that the Planning Board used to meet once a month but they became very busy so they made it twice a month. Rayburn stated things were slow last year and we defiantly did not meet every time. Compton and Smith both stated when they were interviewed by the Town Board they were told there would be two meetings a month that is why they brought it up. 

Rayburn informed the Board of a Special Use Permit application that is on the Agenda for the next meeting. The Laird’s of 3137 Bailey Rd would like to have a rescue miniature horse on less than five acres. 
The homework for the next meeting will be as follows;

Section 135-46 CC Community Commercial District

Section 135-47 Limited Industrial District

Section 135-48 General Industrial District 

Also please reference Article X Special Permit Uses for each of the sections above. 

IV. Minutes of March 4, 2010
Pellett Made a motion and Bennett seconded the motion to approve the minutes of March 4, 2010 as written.  All board members present voted aye.
V. Meeting Adjourned
Smith made a motion and Pellett seconded the motion to close the meeting. All Board members present voted aye.
Respectfully submitted,

Kim Rayburn

Planning & Zoning Board Secretary
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